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1 

P. N. HARKINS, 

2 

having first been duly sworn,, testified as follows: 

3 

EXAMINATION 

4 

BY MR. LEWIS: 

5 

Q State ydur name, please. 

6 

A Nick Harkins. 

7 

Q And your employment and profession? 

8 

A I'm a lawyer with Watkins & Eager. 

9 

Q You were present during the deposition of 

10 

John Corlew? 

11 

A Yes, sir. 

12 

Q You know where we're headed? 

13 

A Yes, sir. 

14 

Q I'll ask you the same question. First, 

15 

you're here pursuant to a subpoena? 

16 

A I am. 

17 

Q And have you brought any documents other 

18 

than those Mr. Corlew produced? 

19 

A No. 

20 

Q I think your name is on a couple of these 

21 

Form A's. 

22 

A Correct. 

2 3' 

MR. GOODMAN: Yes, sir. We simply 

24 

produced those relating to both of them at the same 

25 

time so we have no additional nonprivileged 
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documents 

• 

BY MR. LEWIS: 

Q 

Can you tell me, generally, about your 

lobbying 

activities on behalf of R. J. Reynolds? 

A 

Well, I registered at the same time 

Mr. Corlew did for the same reason, namely to be 

available 

to explain the pending product liability 

and punitive damage legislation to any legislators 

upon request. 

Q 

Is this the only time you've ever 

registered as a lobbyist for any tobacco 

manufacturer or distributor? 

A 

Yes, sir. 

Q 

Were your lobbying activities likewise 

restricted to 1992? 

A 

Yes, sir. 

Q 

Were they likewise restricted to the 

issue of 

the Product Liability Act? 

A 

Yes, sir. 

Q 

And as I understand your involvement, it 

was also 

in an explanatory mode? 

A 

I was requested to do that, but -- 

requested 

to be available, but, you know, they 

never called on me. 

Q 

So -- you had no meetings with anyone? 
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1 

A I had no meetings with any public 

2 

officials in connection with bhe product liability 

3 

legislation. 

4 

Q So the 7,901.25 that's mentioned on your 

5 

Form A is, as far as you know, nothing that you 

6 

did? 

7 

A No, I didn't say that. 

8 

Q No meetings that you had with any public 

9 

officials? 

10 

A Correct. 

11 

Q I guess you probably studied the act and 

12 

got ready to explain it to anybody if they ever 

13 

wanted to ask? 

14 

A I'm still waiting. That was not all I 

15 

did, though. I did receive a phone call or tw.o, as 

16 

I recall, from organizations interested in the 

17 

legislation. 

18 

Q Were any of those tobacco-related 

19 

organizations? 

20 

A No, sir. 

21 

Q Were they political action committees? 

22 

A No, sir. 

23' 

Q Public relations firms? 

24 

A No, sir. 

2 5 

Q What about the travel expense on your 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
IS 
20 
2 1 
22 
23 
2 4 
2 5 


Form C? 


document ? 


MR. GOODMAN: Why don't you show him the 


A Yeah, I would like to -- thank you. 

MR. PITTMAN: Off the record. 

(Off Record) 

A I have before me now the Form A that we 
produced that was -- is marked received by the 
secretary of state on May 29, 1992, and it does not 
have any travel expense incurred by me; and I did 
not incur any. 

BY MR. LEWIS: 

Q I have dug up a Form C of some unknown 
origin. I think it's authentic and legitimate. It 
shows a travel expense. Do you recall making any 
trips during 1992 on behalf of R. J. Reynolds? 

A I did not make any. 

Q So whoever that was, it wasn't you? 

A Well -- 

MR. PITTMAN: We may be confusing -- we 
may be talking about apples and oranges. Where's 
the form -- 

MR. LEWIS: Off the record. 

(Off Record) 

BY MR. LEWIS: 
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1 

Q Mr. Harkins, in any event, no matter what 

2 

the papers say, it's your te&timony you did not 

3 

take a trip on behalf of R. J. Reynolds and incur 

4 

any travel expenses? 

5 

A That's correct. As I say, I'm not 

6 

familiar with that form. 

7 

MR. PITTMAN: Just a point of 

8 

clarification. Do you think what happened is that 

9 

guy signed it and traveled down here and then went 

10 

back? I'm just confused. I don't know what it 

11 

means . 

12 

A Crymes, I don't know anything about it.- 

13 

MR. PITTMAN: I don't either. 

14 

MR. GOODMAN: We produced what our office 

15 

filed. 

16 

MR. PITTMAN: We understand that. 

17 

MR. GOODMAN: You have handed us a 

18 

document that appears to be something that came 

19 

from R. J. Reynolds. 

20 

MR. PITTMAN: That's fine if that's what 

2 1 

it is. 

22 

MR. GOODMAN: That's what it says. Do 

2 3- 

you know, John? 

24 

MR. CORLEW: John, I think the company 

25 

filed something and the person who is registered 
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1 

filed something as well. And I suspect if there is 

2 

travel shown on the company's., it's because whoever 

3 

did it with the company had some travel expenses. 

4 

MR. PITTMAN: That's fine. 

5 

Mi?. CORLEW: It didn't cost us anything 

6 

to walk to the capitol. 

7 

BY MR. LEWIS: 

8 

Q Did anyone with R. J. Reynolds ever 

9 

travel to Jackson, Mississippi, and meet with you? 

10 

A Not in regard to my registration. 

11 

Q Would it be in regard to some other issue 

12 

other than your lobbying activities? 

13 

(Off-record discussion between 

14 

Mr. Goodman and Mr. Harkins) 

15 

MR. GOODMAN: We object to that as 

16 

inquiring directly into communications between 

17 

attorney and client and ask him not to answer it. 

18 

BY MR. LEWIS: 

19 

Q Mr. Harkins, the bottom line is as far as 

20 

I can tell from your answers, you have engaged in 

21 

no activities that would in one way or the other 

22 

influence the direction of Mississippi public 

2 3' 

policy as it relates to tobacco. 

24 

A Well, we did feel like we should register 

25 

and report the amounts that are indicated on my 
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1 

form because they could result in influencing the 

2 

legislation, but I have -- I .had no personal 

3 

contact with any public official of any kind in 

4 

regard to the product liability legislation. 

5 

BY MR. LEWIS: 

6 

Q Did you personally or your law firm make 

7 

any contributions to any of the public officials in 

8 

the state of Mississippi? 

9 

MR. GOODMAN: When and about what? 

10 

BY MR. LEWIS: 

11 

Q In 1992. 

12 

A I heard the questions and the objections 

13 

to Mr. Corlew's and my -- to Mr. Corlew's 

14 

deposition, and my responses would be the same, 

15 

subject to the same objections that Mr. Goodman 

16 

raised. 

17 

MR. LEWIS: Thank you, sir. No further 

18 

questions. 

19 

(Deposition concluded at 12:20 p.m.) 

20 


2 1 


22 


23 


24 


25 
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the above and foregoing pages contain a full, true 
and correct transcript of the proceedings had in 
the aforenamed case at the time and place 
indicated, which proceedings were recorded by me 
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under oath to tell the truth and that all answers 
were given under that oath. 
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CERTIFICATE OF DEPONENT 

I, P. N. HARKINS, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing testimony is true and accurate to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, as originally 
transcribed, or with the changes as noted on the 
attached Correction Sheet. 


P. N. HARKINS 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this the_day of__, 1996. 


Notary Public 
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Page 7 

[ 1] 


P. N. HARKINS. 

[ 1] 

A 1 had no meetings vUth any public 

[2] 

having first been duty sworn, testified as follows: 

[2] 

officials in connection with the product fiabity 

[3] 


EXAMINATION 

[3] 

legislation. 

t4] 

BY MR 

LEWIS: 

[4] 

Q $o the 7.901.25 that's mentioned on your 

[5] 

Q 

State your name, please. 

[5] 

Form A is. as far as you know, nothing that you 

[6] 

A 

Nick Harkins. 

[6] 

(fid? 

[7] 

Q 

And your employment and profession? 

[7] 

A No, 1 didn't say that 

[8] 

A 

I'm a lawyer with Watkins £r Eager. 

[8] 

Q No meetings that you had with any pubfic 

[9] 

Q 

You were present during the deposition of 

[9] 

Officials? 

[10] 

John Codew? 

[10] 

A Correct 

[11] 

A 

Yes. sir. 

[11] 

Q 1 guess you probably studied the act and 

[12] 

Q 

You know where we're headed? 

[12] 

got ready to explain it to anybody if they ever 

[13] 

A 

Yes. sir. 

[13] 

wanted to ask? 

[14] 

Q 

I'll ask you the same question. First. 

[14] 

A I'm stX waiting. That was not aR 1 

[15] 

you're here pursuant to a subpoena? 

[15] 

cfid. though. 1 cfid receive a phone cafl or two. as 

[16] 

A 

1 am. 

[16] 

1 recal. from organizations interested in the 

[17] 

Q 

And have you brought any documents other 

[17] 

legislation. 

[18] 

than those Mr. Codew produced? 

[18] 

Q Ware any of those tobacco-related 

[19] 

A 

No. 

[19] 

organizations? 

[20] 

Q 

1 think your name is on a couple of these 

[20] 

A No. sir. 

[21] 

Form A's. 

[21] 

Q Were they poHcal action committees? 

[22] 

A 

Correct 

[22] 

A No. sir. 

[23] 


MR GOODMAN: Yes. sir. We simply 

123] 

Q Pubic relations firms? 

[24] 

produced those relating to both of them at the same 

[24] 

A No. sir. 

[25] 

time so we have no additional nonprivfleged 

[25] 

Q What about the travel expense on your 
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[ 1] 

documents. 

1 1] 

Form C? 

[2] 

BY MR LEWIS: 

[2] 

MR GOODMAN: Why don't you show him the 

[ 3] 

Q Can you tell me. generally, about your 

[3] 

document? 

[4] 

lobbying activities on behalf of R J. Reynolds? 

[4] 

A Yeah. 1 would fike to - thank you. 

[5] 

A Well. 1 registered at the same time 

[5] 

MR PITTMAN: Off the record. 

[6] 

Mr. Coriew did for the same reason, namely to be 

[6] 

(Off Record) 

[ 7] 

available to explain the pending product fiabSty 

[7] 

A 1 have before me now the Form A that we 

[8] 

and punitive damage legislation to any legislators 

[8] 

produced that was - is marked received by the 

[9] 

upon request 

[9] 

secretary of state on May 29. 1992. and it does not 

[10] 

Q Is this the only time you've ever 

[10] 

have any travel expense incurred by me: and 1 (fid 

[11] 

registered as a lobbyist for any tobacco 

[11] 

not incur any. 

[12] 

manufacturer or distributor? 

[12] 

BY MR LEWIS: 

[13] 

A Yes. sir. 

[13] 

Q 1 have dug up a Form C of some unknown 

[14] 

Q Were your lobbying activities likewise 

[14] 

origin. 1 think it's authentic and legitimate. It 

[15] 

restricted to 1992? 

[15] 

shows a travel expense. Do you recall making any 

[16] 

A Yes. sir. 

[16] 

trips during 1992 on behalf of R J. Reynolds? 

[17] 

- Q Were they likewise restricted to the 

[17] 

A 1 cfid not make any. 

[18] 

issue of the Product Liability Act? 

[18] 

Q So whoever that was. it wasn't you? 

[19] 

A Yes. sir. 

[19] 

A Wefl - 

[20] 

Q And as 1 understand your involvement it 

[20] 

MR PITTMAN: We may be confusing - we 

[21] 

was also in an explanatory mode? 

[21] 

may be taking about apples and oranges. Where's 

[22] 

A 1 was requested to do that, but — 

[22] 

the form - 

[23] 

requested to be available, but. you know, they 

[23] 

MR LEWIS: Off the record. 

[24] 

never called on me. 

[24] 

(Off Record) 

[25] 

Q So - you had no meetings with anyone? 

[25] 

BY MR LEWIS: 
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11] 

Q Mr. Harkins, in any event no matter what 

Ml 

form because they could result in influencing the 

[2] 

the papers say, it's your testimony you did not 

[2] 

legislation, but 1 have - 1 had no personal 

[3] 

take a trip on behalf of R J. Reynolds and incur 

[3] 

oontact with any pubfic official of any kind in 

[4] 

any travel expenses? 

[4] 

regard to the product fiabity legislation. 

[5] 

A That's correct As 1 say. I'm not 

[5] 

BY MR LBAftS: 

[6] 

familiar with that form. 

[6] 

Q Did you personaly or your law firm make 

[7] 

MR PTTTMAN: Just a point of 

[7] 

any contributions to any of the pubfic officials in 

[8] 

clarification. Do you think what happened is that 

[8] 

the state of Mississippi? 

[9] 

guy signed it and traveled down here and then want 

(9] 

MR GOODMAN: When and about what? 

[10] 

back? I'm just confused. 1 don't know what it 

[10] 

BY MR LEWIS: 

[11] 

means. 

HU 

Q In 1992. 

[12] 

A Crymes, 1 don't know anything about it 

[12] 

A 1 heard the questions and the objections 

[13] 

MR PITTMAN: 1 don't either. 

[13] 

to Mr. Coriev/s and my - to Mr. Corlew's 

[14] 

MR GOODMAN: We produced what nr office 

[14] 

deposition, and my responses would be the same. 

[15] 

filed. 

[15] 

subject to the same objections that Mr. Goodman 

[16] 

MR PITTMAN: We understand that 

[16] 

raised 

[17] 

MR GOODMAN: You have handed us a 

[17] 

MR LBA/IS: Thank you. sir. No further 

[18] 

document that appears to be something that came 

[18] 

questions. 

[19] 

from R J. Reynolds. 

[19] 

(Deposition concluded at 1220 p.m.) 

[20] 

MR PITTMAN: That's fine if that's vriiat 

[20] 


[21] 

it is. 

[21] 


[22] 

MR GOODMAN: That's what it says. Do 

[22] 


[23] 

you know, John? 

[23] 


[24] 

MR CORLEW. John. 1 think the company 

[24] 


[25] 

filed something and the person who is registered 

[25] 
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filed something as wed. And 1 suspect if there is 

[ 1] 

Page 12 

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

[2] 

travel shown on the company's, it's because whoever 

[2] 


[3] 

did it with the company had some travel expenses. 

[3] 

1. CHERIE GALLASPY BOND. Registered 

[4] 

MR PITTMAN: That's fine. 

[4] 

Merit Reporter and Notary Pubfic in and for 

[5] 

MR CORLEW: It didn't cost us anything 

[5] 

the State of Mississippi, do hereby certify that 

[6] 

to walk to the capitol. 

[6] 

the above and foregoing pages contain a fud. true 

[7] 

BY MR LEWIS: 

[7] 

and correct transcript of the proceedings had in 

[8] 

Q Did anyone with R J. Reynolds ever 

[8] 

the aforenamed case at the time and place 

[9] 

travel to Jackson. Mississippi, and meet with you? 

[9] 

indteated. which proceettings wars recorded by me 

[10] 

A Not in regard to my registration. 

[10] 

to the best of my skid and abdrty. 

[11] 

Q Would it be in regard to some other issue 

[11] 

1 also certify that 1 placed the witness 

[12] 

other than your lobbying activities? 

[12] 

under oath to ted the truth and that all answers 

[13] 

(Off-record rfiscussion between 

[13] 

were given under that oath. 

[14] 

Mr. Goodman and Mr. Harkins) 

[14] 

1 certify that 1 have no interest. 

[15] 

MR GOODMAN: We object to that as 

[15] 

monetary or otherwise, in the outcome of this 

[16] 

inquiring directly into communications between 

[16] 

case. 

[17] 

attorney and client and ask him not to answer it 

[17] 

This the 20th day of September, 1996. 

[18] 

BY MR LEWIS: 

[18] 


[19] 

Q Mr. Harkins, the bottom fine is as far as 

[19] 


[20] 

1 can ted from your answers, you have engaged in 

[20] 

gg^^lASPYBOND 

[21] 

no activities that would in one way or the other 

[21] 

[22] 

influence the direction of Mississippi public 

[22] 

My Commissions Expires: 

[23] 

policy as it relates to tobacco. 

[23] 

October 2. 1998 

[24] 

A Wed. we did feel like we should register 

[24] 


[25] 

and report the amounts that are indicated on my 

[25] 
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i. P. N. HARKINS, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing testimony is true and accurate to the 
best of my knowledge and befief, as originally 
transcribed, or with the changes as noted on the 
attached Correction Sheet 


P. N. HARKINS 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this the_day of_ 


Notary Public 


My Commission Expires: 
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I. P. N. HARKINS, do hereby certify that 
the following corrections and additions are true 
and accurate to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 


CORRECTION 


LINE REASON 


this ^cribed a n^swp m to before me 19% 


My Commission Expires: 


Notary PubGc 
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